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Welcome
to the Valdštejn

castle

Experience
and learn

about
fairy -tale
Valdštejn

Sight -seeing tour of Valdštejn

1. First courtyard with a  small chapel of St. John 
the Baptist.

2. � e castle dungeon under the � rst courtyard.
3. Festive hall with a gallery of paintings of the last 

owners, the aristocratic family of the Aehrenthals.
4. Interior of the chapel of St. John of Nepomuk.
5. Terrace of the Aehrenthal palace.
6. Romanticism palace.
7. Kitchen interior.
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Valdštejn castle
In the Bohemian lands, the Valdštejn (Wallenstein) 
family was one the most known aristocratic families, 
together with the Pernštejns and the Rožmberks. � is 
was mainly due to Albrecht of Wallenstein who is known 
in European history as one of the most signi� cant 
persons of the � irty Years War. � e Wallensteins were 
one of the many branches of the wealthy family of the 
Markvartics who established their estate in the north of 
Bohemia in the thirteenth century. � ey derived their 
origin from the rock castle of Valdštejn.

We cannot � nd out any more when exactly the history 
of the castle started to be written. � e castle belonged 
to the rock castles situated on elevated rocks between 
the originally royal Veliš and royal Bezděz castles. It 
was probably built by Jaroslav of Hruštice in the second 
half of the 13th century. It was constructed on three 
sandstone blocks that gave origin to its name which 
was originally Waldenstein in German (forest stone), 
abbreviated to Waldstein.

In the course of the 14th and 15th centuries, the castle 
ownership frequently changed hands. � e Hussite wars 
had an impact on the castle history too. At around 1550 
the castle burnt down.

A� er the defeat of the Estates Uprising in 1620 the 
whole estate was acquired by Albrecht of Wallenstein 
and a� er his death by his nephew Maxmilian of 
Wallenstein. However, the Wallensteins took little 
interest in the ruins. At the end of the 17th century the 
hermit Václav Holan Rovenský, former Vyšehrad organ 
player and a well -known composer of Baroque music, 
settled here. In the � rst third of the 18th century, the 
Wallensteins had the chapel of St. John of Nepomuk 
built here and also a  breathtaking sandstone bridge, 
decorated with sculptures of Bohemian saints.

In 1821 the whole estate was bought by the Aehrenthals, 
speci� cally by Jan Antonín Lexa of Aehrenthal, the 
founder of the family, trader and clerk who became rich 
in the Napoleon wars by selling grain. � e Aehrenthals 
continued the Romanticism alterations of the castle 
premises. � ey built the Classicism house, repaired the 
small chapel of St. John the Baptist and the chapel of 
St. John of Nepomuk. � ey constructed a Romanticism 
palace on the third castle courtyard with torsos of 
medieval walls. � ey linked the depression between the 
second and third rock blocks with a building containing 
stables and staircases. In 1824 the castle premises 
were made accessible to the general public as the � rst 
castle in Bohemia. � e Beneš decrees resulted in the 
con� scation of the Aehrenthals property. Currently, the 
castle is owned by the town of Turnov.

Plenty of interesting events are held here in the course 
of the year. Several Czech fairy tales were � lmed in the 
castle premises.
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