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The medieval remnants of the castle can be found on the third rock block. 
The rock cellars, medieval castle coolroom, ruins and hundreds of years old 
pine trees create the romantic setting of the place. During the alterations 
in the 19th century a look-out point of Trosky and the nearby rock town was 
constructed at the end of the castle. Visitors can also take a look at the ex-
hibitions in the Romanticism palace built in place of the ancient medieval 
palace of the lords of Valdštejn. 

INTERESTING INFORMATION ON THE CASTLE
 The small castle chapel houses a painting by František Mašek from 1836. It 

is said that the face of St John the Baptist allegedly depicts the real appear-
ance of the Romanticism poet K. H. Mácha. But who knows?

 At the end of the 17th century, the hermit Václav Holan Rovenský (1668-1718) 
settled in the hermitage in the front part of the castle of Valdštejn. He was 
a former organ player in the Vyšehrad cathedral and a well-known compo-
ser of Baroque religious music of the work called Royal Chapel. However, he 
did not manage to keep his hermitage secret for a long time and Valdštejn 
became soon animated with pilgrims. In the 18th century the owners of the 
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castle used this situation for Baroque alterations. A spectacular arch bridge 
with a  gallery of sandstone sculptures of Bohemian saints, a  chapel and
an Empire-style gate were constructed. 

 Several films and fairy-tales were shot in the Valdštejn premises: Princ 
Bajaja, Arabela, Anička s  lískovými oříšky (Little Ann with hazelnuts) and 
O uloupené divožence (Stolen Wild Woman of the Woods)

 The castle of Valdštejn was visited by music composers too. Antonín Dvořák 
(1841-1904) stayed here and Josef Bohuslav Foerster (1859-1951) composed his 
Fifth Symphony and Saint Wenceslas oratorio during his stays here.

 The castle of Valdštejn is located at 389 m above sea level, the premises are 
over 250 metres long and you can count 262 stairs here (excluding the stairs 
leading to the attics).

During the high season, the castle hosts plenty of cultural events. The castle 
premises are also used for wedding ceremonies.

The romantic landscape surrounding the castle calls upon visitors to go on 
many walks and trips. The castle of Valdštejn is located on the Golden Trail of 
the Bohemian Paradise. Not far away from Valdštejn there is the Kopic Farm 
and a rock gallery which is worth visiting.

If you go to Valdštejn by car, it is necessary to leave it at the park site approxi-
mately 800 m below the castle and walk uphill to it along the tourist trail. You 
can bike to the very castle along the local road.

The little pub At the Castle invites you to sit down for refreshment. The open-
ing hours are the same as the opening hours of the castle.
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changed hands frequently. The history of the castle was affected by the 
Hussite disturbances, in the middle of the 16th century it burnt down and 
was abandoned by its owners. The destroyed residence was renewed by 
the Wallensteins who it belonged to for the 200 years following the death 
of Albrecht of Wallenstein. In the 18th century, they constructed here an un-
common pilgrimage place with a unique atmosphere. The new owners, Lexas 
of Aehrenthal, continued these efforts in the first half of the 19th century. 
They interconnected the countryside with a  network of tourist trails and 
constructed look-out points and the Sedmihorky spa too. It was the castle 
of Valdštejn that they made accessible to general public as one of the first 
historical monuments in this country and they complemented its ancient
atmosphere with Romanticism alterations.

TOUR OF THE CASTLE
A stone bridge, decorated with Baroque sculptures of Bo-
hemian patrons, leads to the entrance gate of the castle. 
The sculptures are copies of sculptures from the work-
shop of the Jelíneks from Kosmonosy, which were made 
by the local academic sculptor Jiří Novák. The visitor pass-
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es through the entrance gate to the first courtyard under which cellars have 
been made accessible with a collection of archaeological findings from the 
castle and with an exhibition dedicated to sandstones – the phenomenon of 
the Bohemian Paradise. The first courtyard includes too a small chapel with 
an alleged portrait of Karel Hynek Mácha.

Behind the second bridge, also decorated with sculptures, there is a Classi-
cism house. It houses an exhibition for visitors on the first floor – the Festive 
hall and a drawing room with a portrait gallery of the last owners Lexas of 
Aehrenthal.

What stands out in the second courtyard is the Chapel of St John of Nepomuk, 
which has been the dominating feature of the castle since the 18th century, 
visible from far away. Its interior houses the originals of the sculptural deco-

HISTORY OF THE CASTLE
The family castle of the lords of Valdštejn is one of the oldest castles in the 
Bohemian Paradise. It is located at the edge of the Hruboskalsko Rock Town 
approximately 3 km from Turnov. It was constructed on three independent 
sandstone blocks which gave it its name Waldenstein (Forest Stone), abbre-
viated to Valdštejn. The castle formed a part of the high rock castles from the 
originally royal Veliš to the royal Bezděz. A knight’s trail led below it. On the 
first (northernmost) rock there used to be the front castle, that is a kind of 
frontal area, which was accessible along the bridge over the relatively deep 
moat. The middle castle was located on the second rock and the palace and 
a large tower were constructed on the last, lower located rock block. From 
these original structures of the castle premises, only the fragments of some 
walls, cellars hewn into the rock and pockets for beams of the original timber 
buildings have been preserved up to these days (the most preserved parts 
of the rear castle premises include the cellars, the original Gothic wall and 
to the East the remnants of ramparts with arrow-shaped crenels). The other 
construction elements in the premises date back to the Baroque era and to 
the Romanticism alteration from the 19th century.

The history of the castle goes back to the middle of the 13th 

century when it was constructed by one of the 
lines of the Markvartic family. Following 

its name, they and their offspring 
began to use the epithet lords 

of Valdštejn. In the 14th centu-
ry, the estate was bought 

by the Vartenberk. In the 
15th century, the castle ration of the bridges. The exhibition in its vestry introduces the life and 

works of the local hermit and music composer Václav Karel Holan Rovenský. 
Another point of interest is the dungeon, discovered by chance during the 
repairs of the castle.

A  romantic staircase leads from the second courtyard to a  terrace 
and on to the oldest part of the castle. The billiards hall under 

the terrace houses attractive models of castles and man-
sions of the Bohemian Paradise. The preserved stairs in 

the cellars and a  small walled-in gate to the third rock 
block give testimony of the entrance and defence 
system of the “rock castle” from the 15th century.
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