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The town of Turnov was founded on the river Jizera around 1250 by 
Jaroslav and Havel of the Markvartic dynasty. The first written evidence of the 
town dates back to 1272, when traditions of handcraft and trade started to 
develop. Thanks to the rich local deposits many precious stone grinders set-
tled there as early as the 16th century. From the 18th century glass works 
began to appear, producing what is known as glass composition. It was then 
ground into perfect imitations of natural precious stones. Turnov became 
famous all over the world for the production of jewellery using the Czech 
garnet. The town is the starting point of trips in the unique landscape of the 
Bohemian Paradise which was included in the European UNESCO geoparks 
network in 2005.

The skyline of the town is formed by church towers. The dominant feature is 
the typical, actually unfinished tower of the cathedral dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary. The huge triple-aisled Neo-gothic basilica was built between 
1825 and 1853 on the site of a former Gothic monastery founded, probably 
by Zdislava of Lemberk, in the 13th century. The Baroque tower of the 
Church of St. Nicolas can easily be seen across the valley of the river 
Jizera. This was originally a 14th century Gothic church, however, after a fire 
it was reconstructed in the Renaissance style and later, in 1722, in the 
Baroque style. Inside, the tombstones of the Vartemberk dynasty can be seen.

On the upper side of Bohemian Paradise Square there is the Church of St. 
Francis of Assisi, built together with a monastery by Maxmilian of 
Valdštejn in the middle of the 17th century. However, it burnt down two times 
and owes its present day form to reconstruction between 1803 and 1825. 
The oldest building in the region of Turnov is the Church of St. John 
the Baptist in the district of Nudvojovice, built at the turn of 12th and 13th 
centuries. In 1894 it was adapted to Neo-gothic style but its original 
Romanesque portal was preserved. The building of St. Mathew's Church 
at Hruštice can be seen in the distance above the town.
In the Krajiøova Street, there is located the only synagogue in Northern 
Bohemia which survived the Nazi occupation. Its general reconstruction was 
completed in 2008. The Turnov Jewish cemetery (the oldest tombstones 
dating from the 17th century) has been compromised by the construction of 
a new bypass.
The Regional Tourist Information Centre offers tours of the Turnov churches. 
In the summer season regular tours are organized on Monday afternoons.

Synagogue Turnov, administered by: Turnovské památky a cestovní ruch 
(Turnov Sights and Tourism, contribution organisation of the Town of Turnov).
Tel.: +420 481 366 255–6  
E-mail: info@turnov.cz, www.synagoga-turnov.cz

Precious stones, including jaspers and agates, from the slopes of Kozákov 
hill were already being used as tools by the original inhabitants of the area. 
During the reign of Charles IV - and especially Rudolph II - Italian seekers of 
precious stones collected mainly bright and colourful jaspers, suitable for 
mosaics. The first grinding workshops were founded in the 16th century and 
from the 18th century stones imported from other deposits were also used. 
The first Central European school where professionals were trained in the 
treatment of precious stones was established in Turnov in 1884. Today's 
Secondary School of Applied Arts (SUPŠ) offers five study areas: pre-
cious stone grinding and engraving, gold and silver treatment, metal surface 
and plastic engraving, smith craft and locksmith craft, and casting craft.
You can learn about the manufacture of jewellery with Bohemian garnets in 
the year-round accessible exhibition of the customer centre of the Galerie 
Granát (Garnet Gallery).

Galerie Granát, 
nám. Èeského ráje 4 , 511 01 Turnov
Tel.: +420 481 325 989
E-mail: galerie@granat.cz
www.granat.eu

The school has had a lot of both home and foreign appreciation and awards. 
Its graduates include professionals working both alone and in associations or 
workshops. The most famous of them is the association of DUV Granát 
Turnov. The Museum of the Bohemian Paradise, whose importance 
goes beyond regional boundaries, contains some singular expositions. It 
presents collections from the fields of archeology, mineralogy, precious stone 
treatment, jewellery production, and ethnography, and also exhibition rooms 
together with a panoramic painting entitled "The Massacre of the Saxons at 
Hrubá Skála" by Mikoláš Aleš and others. Thanks to its dimensions (8.5 x 10 
metres) it is one of the largest paintings in Central Europe.
In March 2010, a new permanent exposition called Treasury was opened 
where you can see artistic decorative objects, created in the local Jewellery 
school. In September 2010, the Gem Cutter’s House was opened in the 
museum premises. It houses a permanent exposition, devoted to the history 
of stone cutting in Turnov. Demonstrations of crafts and art workshops for 
schools and general public are occasionally held here.
The town of Turnov offers to its visitors plenty of cultural and sports activities. 
In 2015-2016 a sports and recreation complex Maškova zahrada 
(Mašek Garden) was constructed which includes an outdoor swimming pool 
and a winter stadium.

Museum of the Bohemian Paradise, Skálova 71, 511 01 Turnov
Tel.: +420 481 322 106, +420 481 321 148
E-mail: mail@muzeum-turnov.cz, www.muzeum-turnov.cz

Sports and recreation complex Maškova zahrada (Mašek Garden), 
Vojtìcha Maška 2300, 511 01 Turnov, tel.: +420 722 195 222, 
e-mail: info@maskova-zahrada.cz, http://maskova-zahrada.cz
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 1. Town hall
 2. Cathedral of Virgin Mary
 3. Church of St. Francis of Assisi
 4. Church of St. Nicolas
 5. Church of St. John the Baptist in 

Nudvojovice
 6. Church of St. Mathew
 7. Jewish cemetery
 8. Synagogue
 9. Museum of the Bohemian Paradise
 10. Secondary School of Applied Arts
 11. Paclt glassworks
 12. Gallery Granát
 13. Dlask farm
 14. Hrubý Rohozec Castle
 15. Valdštejn Castle

Three nature trails are marked in Turnov: the Stonecutters’ Trail, 
Famous Personalities of Turnov is dedicated to the stone-cutting and 
jewellery tradition and to important regional personalities. Following the 
Traces of Judaism in Turnov nature trail deals with the history of the 
Jewish population in the town. The third one, the Mansion Nature Trail, 
acquaints the visitors with the nature interests, the Jizera River, geology and 
monuments, which include the Hrubý Rohozec mansion, towering above 
the river on a marl rock. Originally a Gothic castle dating back to around 
1280, it was then gradually reconstructed by different owners, notably by the 
Vartemberks in the Renaissance style at the beginning of the 17th century. 
After the battle of the White Mountain Albrecht of Valdštejn gave the castle 
to his Colonel, Nicolas Des Fours. This dynasty completed the Baroque 
chapel and carried out reconstruction in the Empire style. The interior has 
23 interesting rooms open to the public.
In the Jizera valley in Dolánky, there is located a unique large rural building 
of the Dlask Farm which is a typical example of timbered architecture from 
the turn of the 18th and 19th centuries. The Dlask Farm is now a part of the 
Museum of the Bohemian Paradise in Turnov and various folkloric events take 

place here. 

Hrubý Rohozec Castle
Hrubý Rohozec 1, 511 01 Turnov
Tel.: +420 481 321 012 
E-mail: hrubyrohozec@npu.cz
www.hruby-rohozec.eu

Dlask Farm
Dolánky u Turnova 12, 511 01 Turnov
run by the Museum
Tel.: +420 481 322 954, +420 481 322 106

In the neighbourhood of the town there is the rock town of Hrubá 
Skála with over 400 sandstone towers, valleys and forest areas. This region 
boasts Valdštejn Castle from the middle of the 13th century, the Castle 
of Hrubá Skála and the spa baths of Sedmihorky, and the castle ruins of 
Trosky. Within reach of half a day's walk around Turnov there are also the 
Klokoèské and the Betlémské rocks, the monumental Kozákov, the stone 
labyrinth at Besedice, Drábovna over Malá Skála, the castle of Sychrov and 
some villages in the folk architecture style of the Jizera region.

Valdštejn Castle, administered by: Turnovské památky a cestovní ruch 
(Turnov Sights and Tourism, contribution organisation of the Town of Turnov).
Tel.: +420 739 014 104, +420 733 565 254
E-mail: info@hrad-valdstejn.cz
www.hrad-valdstejn.cz
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Tourist information about the town of Turnov and the Bohemian Paradise, advanced booking 
of tickets for cultural events, sales of souvenirs, maps and guidebooks are offered by:

Regional Tourist Information Centre
Regionální turistické informaèní centrum
nám. Èeského ráje 26, 511 01 Turnov
Tel.: +420 481 366 255-6
E-mail: info@turnov.cz, www.infocentrum-turnov.cz, 
www.turnov.cz, www.bohemian-paradise.info
Published by Turnovské památky a cestovní ruch (Turnov Sights and Tourism, contribution 
organisation of the Town of Turnov), 2015
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